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. F the preceding Narrative in my firſt Num- 
1 ber, the diſcerning reader will eafily perceive 
that I have been in perils among ſome of the /alſe 
Brethren belonging to the Strood Meeting; and as 
Troubte, . Perſecution, and, Slander is hard fare, I 
may juſtly ſay 1 bave received a plenty'of it, from 
the Chief Managers of that Society; which I publiſh 
to the world as a tellimony againſt them, and as a 
caution to all other Strangers who may follow after 
me. „ 1 ; | 

I have made repeated excurſions through the 
principal parts of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales; and have been honored with an. eaſy acceſs 
to perſons of the higheſt rank, from the king to the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects; but I never met, in the 
whole circle of my travels, ſuch an untoward gener- 
ation of profeſſors, with ſo keen an appetite for 
Slander and / Defamation, as I have met in the ſo- 
ciety and connections at Strood-Meeting ; and were 
T to ſtretch my 1 from Pole to Pole, or could 
I take che Wings © 
vonder Sun, and ſearch the moſt diſtant and remote 
corner of the inhabited world, from Jeruſalem thro” 
the extenſive provinces of the leſſer Afia, and thro' 
the Southern parts of Europe, even as far as Spain, 
I am certain I could not meet with a fimilar inſtance 
of Cruelty and Injuſtice as I have met from G—y 
W r and his Abettors; the Greeks; the Barba- 


rians, and the ſavage polite Heathens, would ſcorn 
the infamous compliance; nor can I find in facred 
or civil hiſtory a caſe parallel, except in the hiſtory 
of wicked Haman to deſtroy poor Mordicai, and Saul 
to take away the life of David. 


And, 
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And, is it not aſtoniſhing, that Mr. Simp--n {who 
aſſumes the character of à teacher), and his wife; 
ſhould undertake a journey from London to Strood; 


on purpoſe. to accuſe a man whom they never had 


ſeen before? and if my readers bad been preſent at 
our interview they might have perceived the ſymp- 
we the Old Serpent in his counten. 
ance; for he could not look up with a good con- 
{cience, and ſay with boldneſs, Thou art the man 1 
but he, with a gloomy countenance affirmed confi- 
dently, There is not the leaſt doubt of it. Nor 
dare this falfe Accuſer ſhow his face at Chatham on 
the 20th of January, 1792, being convinced in his 
own conſcience, that his accuſations were falſe and 


 whult, which he and Captain Bu-n have fince been 


obliged to acknowledge. The particulars of which 
I ſhall lay before the public in this number. 

And, is it not amazing, that theſe ſons of Deluſion 
can, at their pleaſure, lay aſide all their pretended 
Chriſtian Charity, in an hour of wrath, and falſely 
accuſe and oppreſs their neighbour ? But this is not 
to be wondered at; for every moving feather, every 


| idle tale, and every falſe report againſt the Author, 


is ready to catch the fancy of thele fickle; talkative 
race ; every doubtful ſtory entertain their itching 
and their evil inclinations, and give them ſome new 
employment to tell it over again, either from the 
Deſt or Pulpit, or from houſe to houſe : thus many of 
my Accuſets ſpend their time, like the inhabitants of 
Athens, in little elſe but hearing and telling ſome 
new thing; ſome falſe report to injure their neigh- 
bour's good name. Poor creatures! they are to be 
— becauſe their minds are not ſtored with better 
l Ings. | i 
I know there has been a long and a ſullen re- 
ſentment carried on between Greg--y Warn- r and 
Captain Bu-n, from month to month, with a gloomy 
| lence; 


(@)) 


ſtlence; and not and then itthas vented itſelf ig. 
ſpiteful, malicious words, and ſly reproaches; at. 
length, the complicated horrid; ſeene appeared in a 
letter from J. Simp--n to Grego-y Warnr, Strood; 


containing accuſations againit: the Author, as falſe 
and groundleſs as they are malicious and deteftable; 
the particulars of Which are ſhocking to human na- 


ture; neverthelefs Captain Bu-n joined him in the | 


wicked ſcandal, and induſtriouſſy propagated the 
falſe report; alferting” wich all che malice of his 
heart, that he Would perſue ther Author, if he left 
himfelf without a irt to his back ;) lo that none of 
my Accuſers can waſh their bands in innocency, and 


pronounce themſelves guiltlefs; and, if the Captain's 


Actions were put to the balance; he mult be found 
wanting, and all his good works would lic in a very 
little compaſs another day; - Fe Talk 


1 Know theſe kind of men are exceſſrve fond of 


Slander and "Defamation; they are quck-fighted 
abroad, but too near-{ighted at home; they will hug 
and careſs a falſe report againſt one of a different 
Name, which is matter of doubt whether the truth 
is in them or not; and whatever pretenſions they 
ina ke to excel others, their actions tell us, that their 
fallen- nature is ſtill remaining in them, while theſe 
meaner powers of the fleſhly paſſions have the ſway 
over them; and tit is with intent to put to ſilence 
the impious clamour of their yalſe accuſations, that I 
fend forth this and the enſuing numbers into the 
l. bas wh, FE 19 SHIT NT ; 

I told my readers in my firſt number, that I have 
no claim to perfection; that in many things I have 
offended and come ſhort x that I ftand corretted for 
the ſpots and blemiſhes of my profeſſion ; and from 
blemiſhes wh ate free? I appeal to the public if 
theſe unlanctißſed Zealots ate already perfect? Are 
(ey more tacellent than their neighbours? Are wy 
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free from fin, and angels in light? Why ſhould 'Mrz 
J. Simp—n. and Captain Bu-n give their pride and 
malice a looſe to ravage over all the defects of an 
oppreſſed Stranger, and deny all that is praiſe-worthy 
concerning him? Is there not a mexture of good and 
wil in the beſt of men? Is Captain Bu-n a perfect 
man? What, if the Author had been left in the paſt 
period of his life to indulge the vanity of a gay; 
polite natural temper and diſpoſition of mind! Sup. 
poſe he had been left to comply wth the defires'of 
the fleſh, and an unbelieving appetite ! hath not this 
been the cafe with ſome of his Accuſers, and with 
the beſt of men in all ages? Why ſhould theſe jelf- 
righteous Bigots be ſo harſh and ſevere; ſo haſty and 
ſo profuſe with their Cenſures, as though ſomethin 

had befallen the Author that is not common to ae 


Is it becauſe he is of another Denomination? or is it 
not becauſe their tender-mercies towards hum are 


Gy c 

What a bent pard and withed heart muſt 
Mr. Simp--n have, that he could, upon cool-reflee- 
tion, undertake a journey of thirty miles, on pur- 
poſe to accuſe an Individual whom he never knew! 
What a contemptible character it is for a Goſpels 
miniſter, or 2 Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, chat of a fe 
Aceuſer ! I am forry I cannot find out language 
ſuitable to paint ſuch a charatter in proper colours, 
without borrowing expreſſions from the Prince of 
Darkneſs himſelf, who transforms himfelf ' into an 
Angel 0 7's Light! and I cannot help thinking but 
Belzebu the Prince of Devils, hath as many angelic 


and noble excellencies remaining in him, as "any 
falſe Accuſer can preſume to have; and if Lucifer. 
the fon of the "Morn, is not entitled to the ſame 
ſhare in the Divine Favor as fucly a perion, I am 

greatly miſtaken, unleſs Divine Mercy interpoſe. 
For the ſatisfaction of my readers, I thall.give a 
candid 
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candlid deſcription of the falſe and cruel Accuſa- 
tions of Mr. Simp-n, with intent to injure the 


Character and Reputation of the Author: 

In the month of January laſt, Mr. Simp--n af. 
firmed; in the houſe of a reputable merchant at 
Strood, and in the preſence of ſeveral credible wit. 
neſſes, that I came to his houſe at Bolton, in the 
month of April or May, 1787, in queſt of my two 
Daughters and a-prodigal Son, who had waſted my 
ſubſtance in riotous living; that I brought with me 
two lettets of recommendation, ſigned by miniſters 
of Scotland; that I preached at his Meeting-houſe, 
and then proceeded to Mancheſter, Warrington, and 


other Towns adjacent, and preached there allo; 


and in order to make me appear more odious in the 
eyes ol | the public, he aſſerted by letter, that my 
Daughters, at that time, were keeping a Chandler's 
ſhop in London, when I was ſeeking after them at 
Bolton ; and this falſe and malicious letter Captain 
Bu-n induſtriouſly propagated from houſe to houſe 
as true. Who would think the Captain would thus 


demean himſelf, and debaſe his Character! he might 


with equal, if not with a greater probability of truth 
aſſerted, that his own Wife was keeping a Chandler's- 
ſhop, or a Green-ſtall in London, at that time,—— 
My Daughters live retire, and independant, and 
have done for many years, and they never were at 
the places my Accuſers mention; and, admit they 
had kept a Chandler's ſhop in London, that would 
have been no diſhonor to them, nor to the Goſpel, 
nor to their Father. But my readers will eafily 
perceive, this intent was to make me a Liar and a 
Deceiver. As to a Prodigal Son, who they ſay had 


waſted his ſubſtance, I never had a Son, therefore 


could not ſeek after that I never had. Oh! what a 
ſcurvy trick have ſome men for Slander and Deſa— 


mation. I hope their keen appctite for falſe Accu- 
ſation 
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ſation will be cloyed, and their faſhionable: vice in 
them will be moderated by this plain Narrative. 

I think the humane Public will, look upon the 
Conduct of theſe men with Abhorence and Deteſ- 
tation; eſpecially when I aſſure, them, that I never 
was at Bolton, nor at Mr. Simp—'s houſe, nor: at 
the adjacent towns which they mentioned; nor did 
Jever ſee Mr. Simp—n before that interview at 
Strood; neither did I ever receive any letters from 
any miniſters in Scotland. The whole is a-compli- 
cated ſcene of Malice and Falſehood, on purpoſe to 
oratify the Pride and Envy of Greg—y Warn-r, 
and to deſtroy the Author's Reputation. | 

When Mr. Simp--n's Wife was called ints the 
parlour, on purpole to identify my perſon, ſhe was 
ſtruck with a kind of trembling, her Conſcience be- 
ing tender and ſuſceptible of impreſſion; ſhe ſaid, 


E ſhe could not take upon her to ſay, that I was the 


perſon who her huſband had confidently aſſerted 
came to their houſe at Bolton with the letters. 
Mrs. S.'s candid account was no [mall diſappoint- 
ment to Captain Bu-n ; who ſaid, in the preſence of 
many, that he would perſue the Author if he left 
himſelf without”a ſhirt to his back; ſo that my 
readers may eaſily perceive what manner of perſon 
Captain Bu-n is, and what bitter ſpirit dwells in 
him. | | 8 

I can hardly forbear comparing theſe men to a 


| ſwarm of Waſgs or Hornets, who firſt teize and diſ- 


quiet us with their diſguſting humming, and before 
we can get rid of them, they fix their painful Sting 
in our fleſh; though the vexation they give us 
cannot procure any advantage to theſe dangerous 
and peeviſh inſects; neither can the interruption 


and loſs of the Author's Peace and his injured Re- 


putation, be of any benefit or advantage to theſe 


men; nor can the pain and vexation of mind, which 


their 


\ 7 : 
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their conduQ have given io many Chriſtian people 
in this neighbourhood, be of any benefit to them) 
nor of any ſervice in the Cauſe of Religion; | unleſs 
1 they would invert the language of the Bible, Shall ud 
1 do evil that geod miny come? God forbid. 
I wish I could ſee theſe men optn to Conviſtion 
or ready to yield to their Faults, I would moſt 
| readily forgive them, althongh it is not in theit 
1 wer to countervail-the: damage which the Author 
7 as ſuſtained. One would think ſuch an addreſy ag. 
this would awaken their Conſcience, if it was tender; | 
What can the humane Public think of theſe” men 
-. notwithſtanding all their pretended zeal for religions 
if their fellow=-mortal had been overtaken in a fault; 
if there had been ſpots and blemiſhes in his profeſs 
nion in time paſt,” ſhould they not have admoniſhed 
him, and endeavoured to reſtore him to his wanted 
wake in a ſpirit of 'meekneſs? That would have 
een the part of a Chriſtian; but to devour and ta 
 , tdeftroy his Reputation is a bad fign of a Chriſtian 
|} Diſpoſition. qt. | e 
5 3 Perhaps Mr. Simp--n, never read in the records of the Jew 
k | -  bifſtorypwhat notice they have taken of falſe Acculers, The vem 
; | Heathens themſelves thought it neceſſary for the 8 of the | 


27 
1 
- 


: 
V a ne rn OOO COTTON 
—— * 


ad n 1 * „„ 
0 e * 
"IT" — 9 —_— * 


/ 
"* 
= 
— — — 4 
a a — 
. * 


* 
— 


world, and for the ſafety of mankind, by their Preefts, to invent i 
WF Goddeſs called Nemefis, whoſe office it was to avenge the practice of 
TE} | violence avdifalſe Accuſers, and to inflict Curſes on the head of this 
14 kind of Criminals ; and doth not our civil law make provifion fat 
33 the ſafety of the Innocent and the Righteous, and inflift puniſh- 
[ ment on ſuch who unjuſtly injure their neighbours” good name? 
f Nevertheleſs Mr, Simp--n and Captain Bu-, without the leaft yes 
1 ſtraint, have violated the rules of Juſtice and Mercy: - Which 
leacls me to No. III. to my Appeal and Scourge, 
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In No. I, p. 4; 1. 31 the words, was refuſed it, were added by miſtazedt 
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